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While scribes have transmitted the Hebrew Bible in its original languages 
with extraordinary care for millennia, no one copyist can be expected to have 


escaped all error. The surviving tradition has accumulated many points of 


variation over time, and some of these pose unavoidable challenges for trans- 
lation and exegesis. In many other ancient works, new editions based on a 
critical assessment of variant readings have offered valuable insights to inter- 


preters, but readers of the Hebrew Bible have so far not had this benefit. 
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The Solid Rock Hebrew Bible aims to remedy this situation. Based on 


investigation of various masoretic manuscripts, ancient manuscripts from the 


Judean wilderness, the ancient versions, and other sources, this edition prints 
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the entire Hebrew text (in a traditional two-column layout and an easy-to- ~ 
read 13-point font, with vowel points included for readers’ convenience) and 
includes adjustments made to the base text (the Leningrad Codex) in over 

2,500 places. Additionally, over 2,000 other adjustments have been made to 
the diacritics. Pastors, scholars, translators, and others readers of the Hebrew 


Bible will stand to benefit from this work. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Millennia separate the present era from the times which saw the composition of the books that 
make up the Old Testament, otherwise known as the Hebrew Bible (hereafter HB). It is no sur- 
prise, then, that witnesses to the text of the HB—whether manuscripts (hereafter MSS; singular 
MS), ancient versions, scriptural citations in other literature, or other sources of textual informa- 
tion—fail fully to agree.’ Prior to the advent of modern printing technology, and particularly of 
modern computer technology,’ exact replication of a large segment of text was a difficult propo- 
sition, such that various copyist errors can be expected to have beset textual transmission. In ad- 
dition to such oversights, occasional reworkings of the text took place, for dogmatic, stylistic, or 
other reasons. All these factors lead to legitimate questions concerning the precise wording of the 
HB. 

The textual critic assigns himself or herself the task of seeking answers to these questions.’ Ob- 
serving differences among the witnesses in the content or in the extent of the text in a given scrip- 
tural passage, he or she sets out to weigh the probabilities that obtain in each case and to identify 


which of two or more competing readings is most likely to be the original reading.* Ideally, such 


* Inspiration and its entailments are qualities which inhere in the wording of Scripture itself (2 Tim 3:16-17), not 

in copying processes or translation efforts (so also the Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy, Article X, reprinted 

in Norman L. Geisler, ed., Jnerrancy [Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1980], 496). 

> “The earliest printers were actually less accurate than the best scriptoria,” according to Martin Worthington, Prin- 
ciples of Akkadian Textual Criticism, SANER 1 (Berlin: De Gruyter, 2012), 17 n. 58; he cites in support of this 

claim Paul Saenger, “Colard Mansion and the Evolution of the Printed Book,” The Library Quarterly 45.4 (1975): 
405-418. 

* The word critic here is to be understood in the sense of critical thinking rather than of disapproval; the term should 

call to mind that evidence-based work, rather than mere opinion or unguided intuitions is ideally to inform decisions 

regarding the original shape of the HB text. 

* Ithas become increasingly popular to eschew preferring one form of the text over another. Yet my view is that large- 
scale emendation of a text, whatever the literary qualities thereof, does not generate a text equally as valid as the text 

from which the reviser worked. Granting that many biblical authors made use of earlier source material, the biblical 

books in my view originated at a particular point in history; evolution or related terms are inapt descriptions of the 

origins of Scripture. (For a similar conclusion in a related discipline, see Steve Reece, “Homer's [liad and Odyssey: 
From Oral Performance to Written Text,” in New Directions in Oral Theory: Essays on Ancient and Medieval Liter- 
atures, ed. Mark C. Amodio, MRTS 287 [Tempe, AZ: Arizona Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, 2005 J, 
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research should undergird an edition of the HB in which the whole scriptural text can be read in 
sequence. Exegesis, translation, apologetics, and, above all, Christian worship and ethics will then 
have a firmer basis than would be the case in the absence of text-critical analysis. 

Presently there is a need for editions of the HB informed by such textual analysis.’ Nearly all 
editions in wide circulation today are based largely or exclusively ona single manuscript. This state 
of affairs is out of step with the present availability of documentary evidence from a wide range of 
era and locales. Moreover, the editions in widest use are at best diplomatic editions, meaning that 
readings preferred over the base text appear only in an apparatus crowded with other information. 

In short, anew edition of the HB is needed. This edition should draw, as much as practicable, on 
all pertinent sources of information, and should present a single, running text. To meet this need, 
the Solid Rock Hebrew Bible integrates decisions on thousands of individual units of variation 
within the larger HB text.’ 

Note some important limits to the scope of this edition: its apparatus does not include infor- 
mation on manuscript, versional, or other external evidence; nor does it discuss intrinsic evidence, 
scribal proclivities, and the like. In other words, the Solid Rock Hebrew Bible represents only a 


set of reasoned opinions regarding the original state of the text, not an explicit engagement with 


43-89.) Ido, of course, grant that pursuit of the original text is a difficult task and that there is great value in mining 
secondary transmissional developments for historical, sociological, linguistic and other data. 
> Most notable among single-volume editions are David Ginsburg, BWINT NIM DIIND DRI TN (1894; repr., 
London: Trinitarian Bible Society, 1998), Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, 5th ed. (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesell- 
schaft, 1997), hereafter abbreviated BH; and Yosef Ofer, ed., DIWITA WIAA AV DID INT WIN BWIwIyY IN3 (Jerusa- 
lem: N. Ben-Zvi Publishing, 2002). 

A notable electronic edition is Mechon Mamre, V7 °11N31 IND 799 Ipuy ANNA ANDI DIIND) Dw AWN 
1? Danph, released 2009, http://www.mechon-mamre.org/i/t/to.htm, which edition is very similar to DYWIT AND. 

Most notable among multi-volume editions are Biblia Hebraica Quinta (hereafter BHQ, published by Deutsche 
Bibelgesellschaft) and The Hebrew Bible: An Eclectic Edition (published by SBL Press), though both are at present 
incomplete. 

Lists of textual variation and/or recommendations regarding the same have also been published, e.g. Samuel David- 
son, The Hebrew Text of the Old Testament, Revised from Critical Sources (London: Samuel Bagster, 1855). 


* In addition to the print volume, electronic files are freely available at https://github.com/jjmccollum/solid-rock-hb. 
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other related scholarship, or a means through which readers can trace their own path through the 
external and internal evidence.’ Note too that not all decisions can be said to have been made with 
equal degrees of confidence, given the difficulties inherent in interpreting the evidence at certain 
points. Nevertheless, it is hoped that the result is an improvement on a text largely based on a 
single MS.* 

The following introduction divides itself into two sections. The first enumerates the elements 
which in combination constitute the text of the HB. The second section alerts the reader to various 
paratextual aspects of the present edition. (For an overview of the theory and praxis lying beneath 


the eclectic text, see the appendix in volume 2 of this work.) 

I TEXTUAL MATTERS 

The following are the matters with which HB textual criticism concerns itself. 
1.1 The Books of the Old Testament 


The scope of the HB in this editor’s view is the twenty-four’ books accepted as canonical both by 


” For an introduction to the field of HB textual criticism, see especially Ellis R. Brotzman and Eric L. Tully, Old 

Testament Textual Criticism: A Practical Introduction, 2nd ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2016) and 

Emanuel Tov, Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible, 3rd ed. (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2012). For a more 

in-depth introduction along with a wealth of bibliographic references, see Armin Lange, ed., Textual History of the 

Bible, 3 vols. in 10 (Leiden: Brill, 2016-), hereafter abbreviated THB. Scholarly assessments of individual variation 

units are widely scattered across commentaries, journals, and the like. 

® Ina similar context George Melville Bolling, The External Evidence for Interpolation in Homer (Oxford: Claren- 
don Press, 1925), 253, says, “I would suggest we approach it [viz. the task of textual reconstruction] in the spirit of 
one who prefers half a loaf to no bread.” 

* Note that English versions conventionally divide a number of books which in the Hebrew-language tradition are 

really one book: 1 and 2 Samuel; 1 and 2 Kings; the twelve Minor Prophets (viz. Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, 
Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi); Ezra and Nehemiah (hereafter referred to 


as Ezra-Nehemiah); and 1 and 2 Chronicles. 
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Protestant churches and by mainstream Judaism. The premises on which this view of the canon is 
based are three-fold: (1) the position taken by Jesus and by his apostles on this matter is authorita- 
tive; (2) lacking clear evidence to the contrary, such a position would align itself with mainstream 
Jewish thought of the day; and (3) mainstream Jewish thought endorses as scriptural in the sense 


here under consideration precisely the twenty-four books just alluded to.”° 
1.2 Letters 


In each of these books the textual critic must examine several categories. The most obvious of 
these categories is the letter: the textual critic seeks to establish precisely which letters in which 
sequence are original. Two points of clarification are worth making. (1) The matres lectionis*— 
including the aleph where present for diachronic reasons’*—do fall within this category, for an 
original absence of these letters from the earliest MSS has not been documented. Such letters, in 
other words, can be added, omitted, or transposed only on the basis of sufficient evidence, as is the 
case with other letters. (2) The superscriptions in the book of Psalms are also part of the textual 


critic’s concern, as there is no documentary evidence that they are secondary.” 


© See F. F. Bruce, The Canon of Scripture (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1988), 27-54. Eugene Ulrich, The 
Dead Sea Scrolls and the Developmental Composition of the Bible, VTSup 169 (Leiden: Brill, 2017), 307-308, makes 
much of the substantial number of scrolls of Jubilees and of scrolls containing 1 Enoch or something related to it, 
but whatever the view of those at Qumran on these matters, such a view, being associated with a sect, by no means 
can safely be taken as representative of contemporary Jewish practice generally. 

"That is, the letters he, waw, yodh, and less commonly aleph where these letters, rather than signifying a consonant, 
assist in identifying the presence and nature of a vowel. 

” See Joshua Blau, Phonology and Morphology of Biblical Hebrew, LS AWS 2 (Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2010), 
86 § 3.3.4.1. 

*? On the Peshitta version of Psalms, see Ignacio Carbajosa, The Character of the Syriac Version of Psalms: A Study 
of Psalms 90-150 in the Peshitta, MPIL 17 (Leiden: Brill, 2008), 19, 67-69. 
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1.3. Divisions 


Another item for the textual critic is word division. There are no examples of Hebrew or Ara- 
maic biblical texts forbearing from indicating word division. Thus an editor is not free to create, 
eliminate, or shift the placement of word divisions without warrant. 

There are other types of division firmly embedded within the MS tradition as well, viz. the so- 
called open and closed sections; the divisions between prophets in the book of the twelve Minor 
Prophets; the divisions between psalms; and the divisions between the five small psalters (viz., Pss 
I-41, 42-72, 73-89, 90-106, and 107-150), that together constitute the canonical book known 


today as the book of Psalms. 
1.4 Base Text 


The base text of this edition—that is, the text which is printed wherever I have not become rea- 
sonably convinced of the superiority of an alternative reading—is the Unicode/XML Leningrad 
Codex (hereafter, UXLC),”* an electronic edition based on the Leningrad Codex (National Li- 
brary of Russia Firkovich B19A; hereafter, L), an old, well-preserved, and reliable representative 
of the HB text. At times, there are differences between UXLC and other scholarly assessments of 
the readings of L, but it is beyond the scope of the present edition to decide between these assess- 


ments; accordingly, the base text remains UXLC whether or not it reflects L in every particular. 
2 PARATEXTUAL MATTERS 


There are anumber of matters which, in contrast to those mentioned in § 1, merely reflect editorial 


preference concerning appearance, organization of content, and other ancillaries. 


tg Generously made freely available at https://tanach.us/; the version used is 1.6. 
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2.1 Sequence and Titles of Books 


In ancient and medieval times biblical books generally circulated separately; only gradually did 

individual MSS or printed editions feature multiple or all books of the HB within their bounds. 
Thus, the sequence of biblical books, though of interest to historical theology and to other disci- 
plines, does not seem to be an object for the textual critic’s consideration. Yet an edition—at least 

a print edition—must present the books in a certain order. The sequence used here (see the table 

of contents) follows the earliest attested sequence (b. Baba Bathra 14b).” I have opted to begin 

each new book on a fresh page. 

Each new book begins, after a title page,® on a left page.” The top of each page indicates the 
(1) title of the appropriate biblical book and (2) the first and last verses on that page. For ease 
of reference, the titles featured at the top of the page include such items as 3 Seow and dxr; 
additionally, each of 2 Sam 1:1, 2 Kgs 1:1, the prophets in the Book of the Twelve, 2 Chr 1:1, and 


Neh 1:1 begins on a new page.” 


** Manuscripts and early editions that do include multiple biblical books display a variety of sequences. See, for ex- 
ample, Christian D. Ginsburg, Introduction to the Massoretico-Critical Edition of the Hebrew Bible (London: Trini- 
tiarian Bible Society, 1897), 1-8, and Armin Lange and Emanuel Tov, eds., The Hebrew Bible: Overview Articles, vol. 
1A of THB (Leiden: Brill, 2016), 44°—46*. The order of L is: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, 
Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, the Book of the Twelve, Chronicles (which book BHS places 

at the end of the sequence), Psalms, Job, Proverbs, Ruth, Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes, Lamentations, Esther, Daniel, 
Ezra-Nehemiah. 

*° Ancient works did not have titles in quite the modern sense, though in some cases (e.g. Jer 1:1) the first word or 

words of a book might have been intended as a verbal identification for the work. This edition uses the titles that 

have become conventional in modern Hebrew. 

” Tn the MSS a new book often begins on the same page, but with a noticeable space intervening between the two 

books. 

** Tt will be observed that an open section (see § 1.3 above) intervenes between 1 Sam 31:13 and 2 Sam 1:1, between 

1 Chr 29:30 and 2 Chr 1:1, and between Ezra 10:44 and Neh 1:1; these sections are indicated by an inverted nun (cf. 


§ 2.3 below). No section of any kind intervenes between 1 Kgs 22:54 and 2 Kgs 1:1. 
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2.2 Forms of Letters 


It is certain that many—perhaps all—books of the HB were written in a script differing markedly 
from modern Hebrew and Aramaic scripts. While cognizance of this fact is important in assessing 
what sorts of transcriptional errors are likely to have occurred at various points, I take the exact 
representation of the members of the Hebrew/Aramaic alphabet to be a paratextual matter.” For 
ease of use, I have employed a modern font, though one which I intend as a tribute to those 
medieval scribes without whose careful work readers today would not have the entire HB text in 


the original languages.” 
2.3 Forms of Divisions 


It is probable that at least the earliest of the books of the HB indicated word division not by 
an intervening empty space but by an intervening mark. However, I have taken the form of the 
division to be a paratextual matter, and have opted to employ empty spaces for this purpose (as 
in modern Hebrew and in English). 

Similarly, I have deemed the manner in which the sectional breaks are represented to be a para- 


textual matter.” In this edition open sections appear as a line that is blank apart from an inverted 


* To the extent that this practice requires justification, we may cite the words of Jesus in Matt 5:18, where he makes 
reference to the representations of the letters current in his day. 

Concerning the adornments that have become traditional for synagogue scrolls, see Ada Yardeni, The Book of 
Hebrew Script: History, Palaeography, Script Styles, Calligraphy €§ Design (New Castle, DE: Oak Knoll Press, 2002), 
268-271. 

Inasmuch as the ancient script did not have alternate forms for letters kaph, mem, nun, pe, and tsadde where these 
constitute the final consonant of a word, this edition has regularized the anomalous masoretic forms m2709 in Isa 
9:6 and 30 in Job 38:1 and 40:6. 

*° The font used (available at https://github.com/jjmccollum/Keter-YG) is a slightly modified version of Yoram 
Gnat’s Keter YG. 
* Scribal practice varies, but the standard masoretic representation of the sections seems to be as follows: “(1) [A]n 


Open Section (77m1N9) has two forms. (a) It begins with the full line and is indicated by the previous line being 
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nun (see Genesis 1:5—6 for an example).” Closed sections appear as an empty space considerably 
wider than that which separates words (see Genesis 3:15-16 for an example). Neither indicator 
of sections is permitted to be broken across a line. 

I have chosen to represent (1) the seams between the constituent members of the book of 
the Minor Prophets and (2) the seams between the five psalters (cf. § 1.3 above) by beginning a 
new page. Individual psalms are separated from neighboring psalms by the sign which elsewhere 


denotes an open section.” 
2.4 The Textual Apparatus 


For readers’ convenience, many textual divergences from the UXLC (see § 1.4 above)” and some 
of the instances of diacritical divergences from the UXLC (see § 2.5 below)” have been noted 


with sigla in the text, with the text reading (marked with the siglum SR) and the corresponding 


unfinished. The vacant space of the unfinished line must be that of three triliteral words. (b) If, however, the text of 
the previous Section fills up the last line, the next line must be left entirely blank, and the Open Section must begin 

4 linea with the following line. (2) The Closed Section (77010) has also two forms. (a) It is indicated by its beginning 

with an indented line, the previous line being either finished or unfinished ... And (b) if the previous Section ends 

in the middle of the line, the prescribed vacant space must be left after it, and the first word or words of the Closed 

Section must be written at the end of the same line, so that the break is exhibited in the middle of the line” (Ginsburg, 
Introduction, 9). 

» The insertion of the inverted nun adapts the practice of pow tno, which edition in turn adapts the practice 

of the Aleppo Codex (Mordechai Glatzer, ed., Jerusalem Crown: The Bible of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
Companion Volume (Jerusalem: N. Ben-Zvi Publishing, 2002), 52°~53°). This diacritical device prevents ambiguity 

when an open section lands at the foot of a column. 

** Scribal practice varies with respect to the matters mentioned in this paragraph. 

* Excluded from the apparatus are textual divergences relating to paragraphing matters or to purely orthographic 

shifts. For a complete list of all such textual divergences, see the spreadsheet at https://github.com/jjmccollum/solid 

-rock-hb. 

* All vocalic departures from the UXLC—apart from (1) most of those departures which concern the Tetragram- 
maton and (2) most of those departures which concern the place name Jerusalem (on both of these matters, see § 2.5 


below)—can be found in the spreadsheet at https://github.com/jjmccollum/solid-rock-hb. 
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UXLC reading (marked with the L siglum) supplied in the bottom margin.” This edition uses the 
same text-critical sigla for additions, omissions, substitutions, and transpositions relative to the 
critical text as those found in the Solid Rock Greek New Testament,” which, in turn, are slightly 
adapted from the sigla used in the Nestle-Aland critical text of the New Testament.” The first 
difference between this edition and UXLC in a given verse will be printed in the bottom margin 
following the chapter and verse reference; all subsequent differences in the same verse will be 
noted on subsequent lines without the chapter and verse reference. If multiple differences of the 
same type occur in the same verse, then their sigla in both the text and the bottom margin will be 
differentiated by superscript numbers starting at 2. Where a difference concerns the placement of 
a verse break, the verse break (in one or both editions, depending on the type of change) will be 


printed in one or both readings in the bottom margin. These features are illustrated in Fig. r. 
2.5 Diacritical Marks 


The pointing” found in late MSS is not part of the original text.” That said, these signs furnish 


such abundant aid to comprehension that I have elected to retain them—or, more exactly, to 


28 By way of clarification, this principle applies, on grounds of consistency and simplicity, even where the UXLC 
diverges from L, as is the case in Josh 21:36-37, a passage lacking in L (see Ronald Hendel, Steps to a New Edition of 
the Hebrew Bible, TCST 10 [Atlanta, GA: SBL Press, 2016], 12), yet present in the UXLC (the bottom margin of v. 
36 does, however, draw attention to matter in which I think the UXLC is incorrect). Similarly, since the UXLC, in 
contradistinction to the MS, lacks diacritics (§ 2.5) for kethib (see § 1.3 of the appendix) forms, the bottom margin 
of the present edition displays kethib forms (where these have been rejected in favor of some other reading) without 
any diacritics. 

*” Joey McCollum and Stephen L. Brown, eds., Solid Rock Greek New Testament: Scholar’s Edition (North Conway, 
NH: Solid Rock Publications, 2018). 

*8 Barbara Aland et al., eds., Novum Testamentum Graece, 28th ed. (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 2012). 

»? Thatis, the daghesh and raphe (this latter sign is lacking in most modern editions, including BHS); the point which 
by its position distinguishes shin from sin; and the vowel (or null-vowel) signs kamats, pathach, seghol (these with or 
without the reduced-vowel sign), tsere, cholam, chirigq, shurugq, qubbutz, and schwa. 


°° These signs are lacking in all ancient MSS, and traces of their development can be seen even in relatively late periods. 
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FIGURE I Examples of the textual apparatus in Ezek 41-42. Note the distinct sigla 
used for addition (42:1, 12), omission (41:22), and substitution (everywhere else); the 
labels used to distinguish between different changes of the same type in the same verse 
(substitution in 41:22, addition in 42:12); and the inclusion of verse numbers in one 


or more readings where a textual difference affects their placement (in 41:21). 
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retain the Tiberian tradition, mostly as that tradition finds concrete, if imperfect, expression in 
L.* The Tiberian system reflects phonological norms that at times differ from those known to the 
biblical authors, yet for the purposes of the present edition, this edition in general deviates from 
L only where that MS appears to have suffered from or to have transmitted a scribal oversight, or 


where a fairly pressing point of exegesis warrants a deviation. A few examples: 


* The forms DIN) and DIN? in Gen 2:20, 3:17, and 3:21 are in the present edition represented 
as common, not proper, nouns.” 

* In Hos 8:11 the first occurrence of 0M is pointed as KYN?.” 

* In Jonah 3:2 L has &7p for X71." 


* In Ps 34:6 the forms 10°27 and 1973)) are here pointed as imperatives, not as indicatives.” 


2A similar approach is taken in Ronald Hendel, Steps to a New Edition, 31-32. An exception is the raphe, which 
sign has been omitted from the present edition. 
? To judge from relevant verses where the consonantal text clearly shows the article, the proper name Adam is not, 
with the possible exceptions of 1:26 and 2:5 (but even in those places the sense is probably “humankind”), used until 
4:25. True, from 2:16 to 4:25 (excepting 2:18), the Septuagint translates as Adau; the Vulgate renders with Adam 
starting at 2:19 (either because of belated consultation of the Septuagint or because of a similar sense of what clarity 
would require of the translator); Targum Ongelos renders B78 as from 1:27 (there is of a difference of reading in 
1:26); and the Peshitta renders as a name starting with 1:27 (the subject of the first verb in 3:24 is made implicit). 
These renderings, however, I take to be interpretive in origin. Note the divergences among them; the tendency of 
each of these translations toward paraphrase; and the difficulty of envisioning a scenario in which the Masoretic Text 
(hereafter MT) of Genesis, a generally reliable witness, would add an article in such a large number of instances and 
with little motivation to do so. 
3 See, e.g., Duane A. Garrett, Hosea, Joel: An Exegetical and Theological Exposition of Holy Scripture, NAC 19A 
(Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 1997), 186-187. The sense is ironic (and involves wordplay): “Though Ephra- 
im has multiplied altars to cleanse sin, they have been for him altars to incur sin.” A very similar sort of irony (hire 
becomes tribute) occurs in the previous verse. 
** The L form here is neither meaningful nor, it would seem, even traditional, but simply a mistake. 
> See, e.g., Nancy deClaissé-Walford, Rolf A. Jacobson, and Beth LaNeel Tanner, The Book of Psalms, NICOT 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2014), 322 n. 4. 

I have left in place forms like M&wN in 1 Kgs 14:16, for while the masoretic vocalization does not fully represent 


the orthographic approach of the author (in this example, the waw is meant to represent the final vowel sound of 
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Sometimes these vocalic changes assume the existence of lexical or other linguistic phenomena 
unknown (due to diachronic linguistic developments and to limited access to relevant archaeolog- 


ical and literary materials) to those responsible for the masoretic vocalization. Some examples: 


* The puzzling word nv in Gen 49:10 is (if tentatively) pointed n° and understood to mean 
something like prince or ruler.” 

* The noun 735y in Lev 5:15 and elsewhere is taken to be a noun with “a partially-reduplicated 
root,” not anoun from the root 3”7y with a second-person possessive suffix.” 

* In anumber of cases an alternative morphology of the second-person feminine singular in the 
suffix tense-form and of the second feminine singular personal pronoun is here recognized.* 

* Occasionally, a lamedh prefix is understood not as the preposition but as an asseverative or 
topicalizing particle.” At times, this particle is apparently spelled in a fuller manner, and thus, 


pointing aside, looks like the negative marker x9. 


For the most part, I have not attempted to reconcile various discrepancies within the text of 


this word), (1) the policy of the present edition, as noted above, is generally to retain the pointing of L; and (2) the 
diacritics in these places do not leave the sense in doubt. 

* Following the suggestion cited in Ludwig Koehler and Walter Baumgartner, The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon 
of the Old Testament, translated and edited under the supervision of Mervyn E. J. Richardson, 2 vols. (Leiden: Brill, 
2001; hereafter HALOT), 2:1478°. The passage is not addressed in Yoshiyuki Muchiki, Egyptian Proper Names and 
Loanwords in North-West Semitic, SBLDS 173 (Atlanta, GA: Scholars Press, 1993), but the posited phonetic corre- 
spondences seem plausible according to his data (255, 259-260; cf. Benjamin J. Noonan, Non-Semitic Loanwords in 
the Hebrew Bible: A Lexicon of Language Contact, LSAWS 14 [Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2019], 274). 

>” -W. Randall Garr and Steven E. Fassberg, eds., 4 Handbook of Biblical Hebrew, vol. 1: Periods, Corpora, and 
Reading Traditions (Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2016), 64-65. 

** Cf. Blau, Phonology and Morphology, 161 § 4.2.2.3. An example of the former is found in Jer 2:33; an example of 
the latter appears in Judg 17:2. 

*® John Huehnergard, “Asseverative *Ja and Hypothetical */u/law in Semitic,” JAOS 103.3 (1983): 569-593. 

*° Cf. ibid., 590 n. 191. As examples, see Exod 6:3 (“with my name... Iindeed made myself known to them”) and 8:22 


(“If we sacrifice ... will they not stone us?”). The pointing uniformly involves a kamats (cf. the previous footnote). 
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L concerning the vocalization of certain proper names.* That said, a few proper names call for 
special comment. 

First, there is the Tetragrammaton (7117’). The pointing varies in the MS tradition, but at any 
rate manifestly differs from earlier pronunciation(s) in a way that is not merely linguistic. Grant- 
ing utilization of the Tiberian system, the vocalization familiar to modern scholarship (7177) 
seems to be a reasonable approximation of the historical phonetic shape of the name, and—with 
no disrespect intended for standard practice within modern Judaism—is here adopted. An excep- 
tion is Chronicles, where the tradition of substituting other words for 717” might have already 
begun,” though even there the pointing of L sees alteration. 

Second, the place name Jerusalem seems to have two morphological realizations in ancient He- 
brew, viz. Dwain and DIwry. The MT points the former as if it was the latter, but this edition 
maintains a distinction in its vocalization. 

Third, the vocalization of the proper name 13VW" which appears in L seems to reflect a folk 
etymology unlikely to have been operative in biblical times; I have pointed this as 130”. 

I have elected to exclude the accentuation system found in L, which system, like the vocaliza- 
tion just discussed, is not found in the ancient MSS. As valuable as the accentuation system is, in- 
cluding it in this edition would have entailed great effort to make it compatible with the present 
eclectic text. Most readers today, meanwhile, make little use of the signs. Logical or rhythmic 
pauses, accordingly, must be supplied mentally by the reader, and those interested in traditional 


accentuation will have to consult other sources. 


*t For example, contrast the pointing of 7973 in Josh 21:35 with that in Judg 1:30. I have, however, altered the 

vocalization of Nebuchadnezzar’s name throughout the text in accordance with the orthography found in Jer 49:28 

and Ezra 2:1 (cf. David Marcus, Ezra and Nehemiah, vol. 20 of BHQ (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 2006], 
39"). 

” Note (1) the use of DT7® mI in r Chr 17:16 and 17 for M17? 7°58 in 2 Sam 7:18 and 19; (2) the non-use of 
78 with a divine referent in Chronicles; (3) the decline in use of the Tetragrammaton outside of Scripture quota- 
tions, seemingly evident even in some of the exilic and post-exilic biblical books (e.g., as Koehler and Baumgartner, 
HALOT 1:395° note, Daniel); and (4) the tradition, evident in some of the early versions (though textual critics 

debate whether xvptog was originally the equivalent of the Tetragrammaton in the Old Greek versions) and in the 


New Testament, of avoiding transliteration of the Tetragrammaton, especially by using a word meaning lord. 
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2.6 Other Masoretic Paratextual Features 


The masoretic tradition includes various features not yet mentioned above that I have deemed 
paratextual, such as the small and large letters* and special layouts for certain portions of the 


text.* I have omitted these elements from the present edition. 
2.7 Chapter and Verse Numbering 


Chapter and verse numbers, though not original to the HB text, have been included in order to 
assist readers in identifying and in locating specific passages. Several remarks must be made. First, 
the versification system is (substantially) that of the UXLC, and not of any mainstream English 
translation. So, for example, in many psalms the English verse number is lower by one than the 
Hebrew verse number, for often the superscription is verse 1 in the UXLC, rather than a notation 
separate from standard versification. On rare occasions (e.g., Deut 32:5—G) there have been slight 
changes to the UXLC versification in the interest of clarity. Second, the soph pasug sign found 
in many MSS (including L, if inconsistently) has been omitted, the presence of Arabic numerals 
being sufficient indication of a verse break. Third, Pss 9 and 10 are considered here to be a single 
psalm (observe the lack, between Ps 9 and Ps 10, of the paratextual device by which psalms are 
shown to be separate),” such that this edition has 149, not 150, psalms; for convenience, however, 


traditional chapter and verse numbering is retained. 
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*° See Tov, Textual Criticism, 53-54 and David Marcus, “Does the Yod of *W93 in Ps 24:4 Represent a Miniscule 
Waw?” Textus 27 (2018): 122-134. 
“* See Glatzer, Companion Volume, 53°—54*. (Note that these layouts are not reproduced in BHS.) 


* Tn this respect BH does not accurately reflect L, which MS has two psalms here. 
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CONCLUSION 


Given the scale of this project and my own fallibility, I expect that various oversights and errors of 
judgment will appear in these pages. I request that readers send notices of errata and suggestions 
for improvement to contact.solidrockpublications@gmail.com. While a reply to every email can- 
not be guaranteed, any assistance provided is appreciated. 

May this edition of the HB glorify God and edify the Church, ca yap mpoeypapy sig THY 
Auetepav ddackahtav mpoeypay, iva. did Tig Droovijg Kai did Tig Mapaxlycews THY YPAPoY THv 
émida éywuev (Rom 15:4). 
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While scribes have transmitted the Hebrew Bible in its original languages 
with extraordinary care for millennia, no one copyist can be expected to have 


escaped all error. The surviving tradition has accumulated many points of .™ 
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variation over time, and some of these pose unavoidable challenges for trans- 


lation and exegesis. In many other ancient works, new editions based on a 
critical assessment of variant readings have offered valuable insights to inter- 


preters, but readers of the Hebrew Bible have so far not had this benefit. 


The Solid Rock Hebrew Bible aims to remedy this situation. Based on 


investigation of various masoretic manuscripts, ancient manuscripts from the 


Judean wilderness, the ancient versions, and other sources, this edition prints © 
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read 13-point font, with vowel points included for readers’ convenience) and 
includes adjustments made to the base text (the Leningrad Codex) in over 

2,500 places. Additionally, over 2,000 other adjustments have been made to 
the diacritics. Pastors, scholars, translators, and others readers of the Hebrew 


Bible will stand to benefit from this work. 
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This appendix sketches of the text-critical theory and praxis underlying this edition. (For an ori- 
entation to the edition as a whole, see the introduction provided in volume 1.) The first section 
will overview the history of the transmission of the text; the second will turn to praxis, outlining 
of some of the general principles on which text-critical decisions have been made; and the third 
will comment on the specific textual situation in each book of the Hebrew Bible (hereafter ab- 
breviated HB). A full defense of the positions taken here and interaction with other approaches 
is beyond the scope of this document; the aim of the following pages is more descriptive than 
persuasive in form. 


Note the following shorthand: 


> MS: manuscript (plural MSS). 

* MT: the Masoretic Text, the form of text attested by the majority of Hebrew MSS extant from 
the medieval period to the era of printing in Europe. The name is derived from the Masoretes 
responsible for the transmission of the text during the earlier phase of this time period. 

* M: the type of text of which the MT is a descendant and in most respects preserves. 

* OG: The Old Greek version(s); this label is used either where the translation as such is in view, 
or where there is considerable doubt as to whether discrepancies between the Greek translation 
and MT reflect an actual difference in text or merely a non-literal approach to translation. 

* LXX: the Septuagint, viz. one or more of the five original translations of the books of the 
Pentateuch into Greek. 


* G: the Hebrew Vorlage underlying the LXX or OG versions. 


I AN INTERPRETIVE HISTORY OF THE TEXTUAL TRANSMISSION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 


In the view of this editor, any theory must base itself primarily on an assessment of the history 
of the transmission of the text, especially as documented in MSS and in ancient versions. Accord- 
ingly, the following sections will first discuss this transmission history, beginning with the most 
ancient times (§ 1.1), then working forwards in time, first to the Second Temple period (§ 1.2), 


then to late antiquity and the medieval period (§ 1.3). 
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1.1 First Temple Period and Earlier Periods 


Unsurprisingly, no MSS have been found from the First Temple period or earlier.‘ Consequently, 
little can be said about the early history of the text. 

The mechanics of MS production and dissemination are unclear. While the use of tablets cer- 
tainly was known in ancient Israel, the single greatest influence on ancient Israelite scribal prac- 
tices would seem to be Egyptian,’ and this tradition (excepting monuments) employed perishable 
writing materials and ink. No major transfer of the HB text from one medium to another or from 
a cuneiform to an alphabetic script, then, is likely. Phenomena within the HB such as citations of 
one book in another and reported speech show that reproduction of minute elements of verbiage 
was not carried to obsessive levels in these time periods. At the same time, this very disinterest sug- 
gests a scribal culture where constant or drastic intervention in the text was not felt to be necessary. 
It is safe to assume that there was a general fidelity in the transmission of the text in and before the 
First Temple period. Given the similarity of certain letters to one another in the ancient scripts 
(for example, mem and nun), and the lack of diacritics during these periods, transcriptional error 
likely accounts for many of the discrepancies among ancient MSS that did emerge. 

The textual situation entering the Second Temple period likely did not fully reflect earlier situa- 
tions, given the devastation wrought the Babylonian and Assyrian invasions and by the actions of 
King Manasseh, during whose reign Scripture, or at any rate a portion thereof, evidently had to 
be kept hidden, or fell into utter disuse (cf. 2 Kgs 22:8). Yet there are indications that the Levites 
and priests were those most associated with the dissemination of the text (cf. Lev 10:11; Deut 
17:9, 18; 21:5; 2 Chr 17:7-9; 19:8), and since redistribution of the biblical books after the death 
of Mannasseh apparently began in association with the Temple precinct, the basis for subsequent 


copying was probably very pure. 


* Two amulets probably date to the former period, however. See Armin Lange and Emanuel Tov, eds., The Hebrew 
Bible: Pentateuch, Former and Latter Prophets, vol. 1B of THB (Leiden: Brill, 2016), 11 =218". 
* Cf. David M. Carr, Writing on the Tablet of the Heart: Origins of Scripture and Literature (Oxford: Oxford Uni- 


versity Press, 2005), 85-90. 
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1.2 Second Temple Period 


While it would not be accurate to characterize the textual situation before the destruction of the 
Second Temple as chaotic,’ tight controls on the copying process appear not to have been in place.’ 
Some MSS explicate as well as transmit Scripture, or even “rework” the text. Others are highly con- 


servative. The latter group can, at least in general, be identified with M. This conservative text is 


* Lange estimates that for the Pentateuch, 52.5% of the Dead Sea Scrolls corpus is best characterized as “non-aligned,” 
5% as “pre-sP,” 5% as “Vorlage of LXX,” 27.5% as “equally close to MT and sP,” 5% as “semi-MT,” 5% as “proto-MT”; 
for the other HB books he sees 5 1% of this corpus as “non-aligned,” 4% as “Vorlage of LXx,” 35% as “semi-MT,” and 
10% as “proto-MT” (“A Critical Edition of the Hebrew Bible between the Dead Sea Scrolls to the Masoretic Text,” 
in The Text of the Hebrew Bible and Its Editions: Studies in Celebration of the Fifth Centennial of the Complutensian 
Polyglot, ed. Andrés Piquer Otero and Pablo A. Torijano Morales, THBSup 1 [Leiden: Brill, 2016], 107-142, here 
109; capitalization has been adapted). This is a significant level of diversity, yet as far the broad strokes are concerned, 
his “semi-MT” and “proto-MT” can probably be collapsed into a single group, and much of the “non-aligned group” 
surely is such simply due to the small amount of extant text. Then, too, the Samaritan Pentateuch does not differ 
radically from the Masoretic Text, such that roughly a third of the Pentateuch MSS more or less resemble the MT. 
Meanwhile, close to half the MSS of the other books closely resemble the MT. 

In any case, only rarely is the divergence between any two MSS of a given book on the order of that between the 

Vorlage of the OG and the MT in the book of Jeremiah, and even in that case the fundamental themes of the book 
are hardly altered. 
* Such controls are often posited as the explanation for the dominance of the MT subsequent to this period, but 
the political fragmentation of the late Second Temple period makes this explanation unlikely. Regarding the possi- 
bility the MT emerging from Temple-based activity specifically, see David Andrew Teeter, Scribal Laws: Exegetical 
Variation in the Textual Transmission of Biblical Law in the Late Second Temple Period, FAT 92 (Titbingen: Mohr 
Siebeck, 2014), 231-233. 

Tov (“The Socio-Religious Setting of the (Proto-)Masoretic Text,” Textus 27.1 [2018]: 135-153, here 15 1-152) 
claims that there is a strong association between sectarian groups and texts unrelated to the MT on the one hand and 
the MT and emerging Rabbinic Judaism on the other. On the first association see the previous footnote. The second 
association is stronger than the first, yet is undercut by the presently limited state of our knowledge concerning 
Second Temple synagogues (see especially Lidia D. Matassa, Invention of the First-Century Synagogue, ed. Jason M. 
Silverman and J. Murray Watson, ANEM 22 [Atlanta, GA: SBL Press, 2018]) in general and the apparent mistaken 


identification of a structure as a synagogue at Masada (ibid., 109-157) in particular. 
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attested in various MSS, most extremely fragmentary, from Qumran and elsewhere in the Judean 
wilderness. The non-M texts, for their part, also found at Qumran, appear in some cases to be 
ancestors of, or members of the same textual stream as, either the Samaritan Pentateuch or OG 
versions; in other cases, the alignment of these non-conservative MSS is unclear, chiefly owing 
to their fragmentary state. Allowing for widely varying members, we may provisionally posit es- 
sentially two branches, one conservative and one interventionist, of text for the Second Temple 
period. (This non-M branch will here be labeled the G text, even though not all of its members 
are extant only in Greek-language sources, and not all Greek-language sources attest to this form 
of the text.) The ultimate genesis of these branches is at present unknown, but it seems best to 
see them as “complementary” in the eyes of the late Second Temple period.’ It is worth quoting 


David Andrew Teeter at length here: 


The perdurance of “conservative” texts of the Hebrew Bible in the face of the active and continuous 
scribal intervention so evident in the [late Second Temple] period ... must be explained ... [T]he simul- 
taneous coexistence of both kinds of manuscripts in a single environment, the functional difference be- 
tween the two attested by their distribution, and the structured and functional similarities to the clas- 
sical Targumim, combine to suggest that the pluriformity of Hebrew manuscripts in the late Second 
Temple period, a basic feature of which is a distinction between two model of transmission (exact con- 
servatism on the one hand, and facilitating intervention on the other), is not reflective of incompatible 
scribal mindsets, nor does it reflect the textual practice of mutually isolated or antagonistic communities; 
rather, it represents the complex reality of a multiform, multi-generic textual polysystem of scriptural 


study, and is the expression of a monolingual, analogical hermeneutics.* 
Scribal conservatism and scribal interventionism, then, coexisted, but not generally in the same 


lines of transmission. Yet scribal conservatism does not mean perfection. Individual scribes did 


their works with degrees of precision ranging from exceedingly careful to notably careless, and 


* The term is Teeter’s (Scribal Laws, 256). 
° Thid., 250, 264. 


512 


APPENDIX 


even the best copyists err from time to time. 

For the most part, individual books of the Bible appear on separate MSS, not as parts of larger 
corpora. 

Diacritic signs did not exist during this period (see § 2.5 in the introduction of volume 1), leav- 
ing various ambiguities in the text and much potential for confusion (especially given the simi- 
larity, noted above, of certain letters to one another). Moreover, in the post-exilic period a new 
script came into vogue, such that many MSS had to be transcribed from exemplars with a script 
different from that which the scribe producing the new MS used, a process which can be expected 
to have provoked a certain number of errors. 

The Maccabean revolt led to tremendous upheaval,’ as did the first Jewish revolt against Rome, 
so it is not unreasonable to posit that normal transmissional patterns saw severe disruption. In 
particular it is to be noted that those Hebrew-language MSS which remained intact after the fall 
of Jerusalem to Titus to form the germ of the later MT might not have been wholly representa- 
tive of the type of text to which they belonged. On the other hand, the situation should not be 


exaggerated, for many segments of the medieval text clearly evidence great antiquity.* 
1.3. Late Antiquity and Medieval Period 


In late antiquity and the medieval period, intricate scribal conventions gradually emerged which 


placed a high premium on conserving the Old Testament text as then found in certain copies. 


” Cf. especially 1 Macc 1:56-57 and 3:48. 

* As examples: (1) At various points the HB preserves Egyptian words in a form that predates the Hasmonean era 
(cf. Yoshiyuki Muchiki, Egyptian Proper Names and Loanwords in North-West Semitic, SBLDS 173 [Atlanta, GA: 
Scholars Press, 1993], 324-325, and further Benjamin J. Noonan, Non-Semitic Loanwords in the Hebrew Bible: A 
Lexicon of Language Contact, LSAWS 14 [Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2019], 301-307). (2) Hebrew pronuncia- 
tion in Judea around the time of the Second Jewish Revolt differed substantially from that assumed by many of the 
spellings of the MT (see, for example, Michael Owen Wise, Language and Literacy in Roman Judaea: A Study of 
the Bar Kokhba Documents, ABRL [New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2015], 260-264); the MT in these cases 
retains the older spellings. (3) Regnal data have been preserved in the MT with a very high, even pristine, degree of 
accuracy (see K. A. Kitchen, On the Reliability of the Old Testament [Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2003], 29). 
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These conventions concerned themselves with minute aspects of the text, such as enumerating 
the various spellings of a given word that appear in different passages. It even appears that in 
certain cases a reading (called a gerey) was for one reason or another preferred over that of an ex- 
emplar (called a kethib), yet the preferred reading was kept in the margin, not promoted to the 
main text (apart from indication of the matter by means of paratextual signs).’ Thus the MT can 
confidently be said largely to reflect an ancient type of text. Such is confirmed by the close resem- 
blance between the MT and (1) certain MSS antedating the destruction of the Second Temple, 
as well as (2) the texts evidently underlying such translations as the Latin Vulgate and the Syriac 
Peshitta, versions known to have been produced in late antiquity, (3) and certain efforts to revise 
the OG versions. Also very close to the MT are the Targumim, Aramaic translations. The Targu- 
mim were often used alongside original-language MSS, and to varying degrees they interpret as 
well as transmit the text, through additions and non-literal renderings. That said, the MT is not 
likely identical in every respect to those antecedents which were produced in the late Second Tem- 
ple period, given the transmissional upheaval inherent in the many Jewish experiences of property 
loss and forced migration.”° Indeed, certain books in the MT contain various cancellation marks 
and other Second Temple-era scribal signs the significance of which had become unknown by 
the time of the medieval Masoretes.** The presence of these signs suggests that at least the books 
that contain them” descend from a single Second Temple-era MS, the accuracy of which MS can 
be expected to vary from book to book. Thus, a distinction might be made, albeit infrequently, 
between M and the MT. 


° This matter is uncertain. For a concise overview of scholarly debate on the matter, see Michael Graves, “The Origin 
of Ketiv-Qere Readings,” TC 8 (2003). 

*° Examples include the Second Jewish Revolt, though the effects of that event should not be exaggerated (cf. Mena- 
hem Mor, The Second Jewish Revolt: The Bar Kokhba War, 132-136 CE, BRLA 70 [Leiden: Brill, 2016], 468-485); 
the Byzantine-Sasanian wars; the Islamic conquest; and the Crusades. 

“ See Emanuel Tov, Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible, 3rd ed. (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2012), 52-53 
and 203-204. 

% i.e., Genesis, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Judges, Samuel, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Psalms, and Job. Whether these marks in 
the MT signify a copying error, comparison with another MS, or conjecture must be examined on a case-by-case 


basis. 
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Concurrent with the MT is the transmission of the Samaritan Pentateuch. This text, similar 
overall to the MT, contains a small number of heterodox readings, and, discoveries at Qumran 
have shown,” anumber of divergences from the MT which trace to Second Temple times.* Given 
the widening gulf between the Jewish and Samaritans communities during late antiquity and 
beyond, the Samaritan Pentateuch is valuable as an independent witness to an early form of the 
HB text. 

Also concurrent with the MT are various Greek translations or revisions of the OG made from 
the original Hebrew and Aramaic.” The texts underlying these productions vary in their character, 
but frequently offer readings at variance with the MT. 

The MSS from this period by no means always contain the entire HB, but often include more 
or less defined corpora (e.g., the latter prophets, viz. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the Book of the 
Twelve). 

Particularly prior to the insertion of diacritical signs, confusion of similar letters (for example, 
waw and yodh in certain scribal hands, and daleth and resh in nearly all hands) prompted many 


of the errors that have come about in the transmission of the text. 
2 PRAXIS 


There are, then, at least two ancient branches in the textual transmission of the HB dating at 
least to the Second Temple period, branches labeled here M and G. In general, M is preferable 
for three reasons. (1) In most units of variation, M contains—as can reasonably be ascertained on 
intrinsic, linguistic, and other grounds—the best available reading. (2) As noted above, M appears 


largely, or possibly entirely, to represent the conservatively copied textual tradition, rather than 


* See Tov, Textual Criticism, 90-93. 

** The modern Samaritan Pentateuch might ultimately descend from a MS from the First Temple period (cf. 2 Kgs 
17:26-28). A later source, however, is more likely (Armin Lange and Emanuel Tov, eds., The Hebrew Bible: Overview 
Articles, vol. tA of THB [Leiden: Brill, 2016], 168°-169°). 

© For an accessible introduction to the OG and related subjects, see Karen H. Jobes and Moisés Silva, Invitation to 


the Septuagint, 2nd ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2015). 
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the facilitating texts produced for study; by the same token, sectarian readings in M, if such exist, 
are difficult to detect.”* (3) The limited extent of the Samaritan Pentateuch, fragmentary state of 
the Qumran fragments, and translational nature of the Greek versions make a basic reliance on 
these sources problematic. 

It might be argued, primarily on internal grounds, that the assessment of the relationship of M 
to G just advanced should in the case of certain books be reversed. The book of Jeremiah is a prime 
example (see further § 3.10 below). Yet the consistency with which the MT of late antiquity and 
beyond bears the general shape of the conservative type of text raises the question of how putative 
exceptional cases came to be. Moreover, the internal evidence is not unequivocal in my view. For 
these reasons, I operate here on the hypothesis that M represents the conservative text, at least on 
most points, for the entire HB canon. 

By the same token, there are, as stated above, historical reasons not to think the medieval MT 
is in all respects pristine. Indeed, there are various cases where textual error in the MT is all but 
certain. Examples include, but are not limited to, DTN for DTN in Gen 10:4,” DXT for DAT in 
Num 17:28,% Monit) for Wi) in Josh 15:28,” the absence of DRA in Jer 31:38, DN for DNA 


© See, for example Eugene Ulrich, The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Developmental Composition of the Bible, VTSup 
169 (Leiden: Brill, 2017), 185. 

*” Historical considerations (see Ronald S. Hendel, The Text of Genesis 1-11: Textual Studies and Critical Edition 
[Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998], 7), the parallel in 1 Chr 1:7 (there some witnesses agree with Gen 10:4 
MT, but the external support for such is weak), and existence of ancient external support all argue strongly for D7). 
(The small number of medieval MSS that so read are, however, most likely due to polygenesis; cf. Emanuel Tov, The 
Text-Critical Use of the Septuagint in Biblical Research, 31d ed. [Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2015], 90-91). The 
rival reading, meanwhile, is readily explainable as visual error (viz. daleth/resh confusion). 

** Here linguistic factors and the similarity of aleph and taw in some ancient scripts come together to argue strongly 
for the non-MT reading (Shemaryahu Talmon, “The Paleo-Hebrew Alphabet and Biblical Textual Criticism,” in Text 
and Canon of the Hebrew Bible: Collected Studies [Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2010], 125-170, here 145-146). 
* Given the graphic similarity of the two forms, the M reading could easily have resulted from a misreading of the 
text, especially by a scribe taxed by the array of relatively obscure place names in this passage. There seems to be no 
word or place name 7°11"t12*, while the G reading apparently has an echo in Neh 11:27 (G lacks part of that verse, but 
even if the minus there is accepted, such a decision would eliminate assimilation to Neh 11:27 as an explanation for 


the G reading in Josh 15:28) and in any case makes excellent sense here 
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in Ps 78:72,” and $3019 for {3199 in Esth 1:16.” Since neither the M branch nor the G branch is 
wholly superior, a choice must be made between them on a case by case basis. 
Some of the principles that informed my selection of certain readings as better or best are de- 


tailed in what follows. 


Where the MT is not accepted, the preferred reading is almost always to be found in (at least) the 


OG* or a witness from the Judean wilderness.” 


*° The full phrase D°X1 DD’ 137 occurs twenty-one times elsewhere in the HB (fourteen times in Jeremiah), while 
a non-occurrence of 0°&2 is nowhere attested. The minus can easily be explained as haplography, owing either to 
the fact that 0°" and b’x3 end the same way or to the visual similarity of D°X2 to the following BN3 (indeed, the 
same error occurs, with paltry external support, in this same book in 7:32, 16:14, 19:6, 23:7, 48:12 49:2, and 51:52 
according to Benjamin Kennicott, Vetus Testamentum Hebraicum cum Variis Lectionibus, 2 vols. [Oxford: Clarendon 
Press, 1776-1780]). 

os Everywhere else where the phrase 335 Bn is used in the HB (Gen 20:5, 6, 1 Kgs 9:4, Ps 101:2), the preposition is 
3, not 3. The anomaly in the MT here is manifestly due to the visual similarity of these two letters. 

* Cf. wv. 14 and 21. Linguistic metathesis in so short a span of text seems unlikely as an explanation for 33910". I take 
the gerey to signify early recognition of the problem in the MT. 

3 As it relates to the LXX or OG versions, the original text of each such translation is ordinarily the proper point 
of comparison, though at times secondary developments within the transmissional history of the Greek texts can be 
important where such developments stem (at least ultimately) from comparison with Hebrew or Aramaic sources 
no longer extant (for an example, see the source cited in n. 37 below). In general, I follow the standard eclectic text of 
the OG versions (Alfred Rahlfs and Robert Hanhart, eds., Septuaginta, rev. ed. [Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 
2007], or Septuaginta. Vetus Testamentum Graecum Auctoritate Academiae Scientiarum Gottingensis editum, 24 vols. 
[Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1931-2006] where available). 

* As an example of an exception to this rule, in Ps 5 4:5 I prefer D'tt over DN with certain Hebrew MSS and the 


Targum, given the parallel in 86:14 and the ease with which daleth and resh can be confused. 
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I hold the extant witnesses to the text in high esteem,” and observe that any given conjectural 
emendation tends not to find wide acceptance among textual scholars; consequently, all textual 


deviations from L in the present edition rest on some degree of documentary support.” 


2.3 


Qerey readings are not accepted apart from certain or probable corroboration from other sources.” 


» Cf., for example n. 8 above. 

© In my view, versional evidence is documentary in nature. To be sure, retroversion is a delicate undertaking: transla- 
tors often smooth over difficulties and themselves err; dynamic translation can be opaque. Yet it would be gratuitous 
to assume the Vorlagen of translators never differed from L, and when one works carefully, one can make many retro- 
versions with a confidence that is both high and justifiable. See, for example, John Russiano Miles, Retroversion and 
Text Criticism: The Predictability of Syntax in an Ancient Translation from Greek to Ethiopic, SBLSCS 17 (Atlanta, 
GA: Scholars Press, 1985) and especially Tov, The Text-Critical Use of the Septuagint in Biblical Research. 

Note further that, where paraphrase, selective quotation, and the like have been accounted for, the New Testament 
can furnish important evidence for the HB text (at times this evidence is indirect, in that it is the OG to which the 
New Testament in many instances bears witness, as in Rom 3:14 = Ps 9:28 OG [= Ps 10:7 MT)). Similarly, use by 
books of the HB (e.g., Chronicles) of earlier books also constitutes external evidence. 

In rare cases, a word or phrase is reconstructed in part from one documented source, and in part from another. 
For example, in Lev 21:5 this edition reads 1917p", taking from M (719p") the first letter and from G (1m7pn) the last. 
” Degrees of probability, rather than certainty, obtain when (1) the text of a fragment is not altogether clear or (2) 
a translation is being retroverted (cf. n. 26 above). 

Some kethib readings are to be explained as accidental errors (such as 1M¥ in Deut 5:10, where the OG preserves 
*m1¥0), while some are to explained as autographic readings considered too harsh for public reading (such as M7AwN 
in Isa 13:16), and some are to be considered unexpected but legitimate forms (such as BW) in Gen 24:33, on which 


see Joshua Blau, Phonology and Morphology of Biblical Hebrew, LSAWS 2 [Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2010], 
97 § 3.4.3.3). 
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2.4 
Constant vacillation among and between more or less distinct witnesses is generally to be avoided.” 
2.5 


I take transcriptional error to be a leading cause of variation.” Inasmuch as transcriptional er- 
ror—being an inadvertent shift away from verbiage which, in literature, has been crafted care- 
fully—much more often obfuscates rather than clarifies the sense,” an important corollary of 
this principle is that generally the easier of two readings is to be preferred where plausible tran- 


scriptional explanations for the harder are available.” 


** For example, the word 019 in Isa 57:17 and 22 could be a gloss on ny3p, yet the external evidence for an omission 
differs from verse to the other, and it presents a strained transmissional scenario to suppose different witnesses to 

have preserved or corrupted the original text in the same manner in such a short span of verses. 

* Confusion of similar letters (exactly which letters depending in part on the script being employed), haplography, 
and dittography being the most prominent items under this heading. Accidental omissions often “have no obvious 

visual triggers” (Drew Longacre, “A Contextualized Approach to the Hebrew Dead Sea Scrolls Containing Exodus” 

[PhD diss., University of Birmingham, 2015 ], 164) and accidental omissions in general appear to be more common 
than accidental additions (ibid.). Scribal interaction with damaged or illegible exemplars is an important category 
to bear in mind as well (see Drew Longacre, “Scribal Approaches to Damaged Manuscripts: Not Just a Modern 
Dilemma,” in The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Study of the Humanities. Method, Theory, Meaning: Proceedings of 
the Eighth Meeting of the International Organization for Qumran Studies (Munich, 4-7 August, 2013), STDJ 125 

[Leiden: Brill, 2018], 141-164). 

°° The text-critical principle of preferring the harder of two or more readings, popular in biblical studies, has some 

validity, though I prefer the formulation of Maurice Robinson: “The reading that would be more difficult as a scribal 
creation is to be preferred” (“The Case for Byzantine Priority,” in Rethinking New Testament Textual Criticism, ed. 
David Alan Black [Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2002], 125-139, here 130, italics removed). 

** Examples: (1) In Deut 5:10 10189 is more difficult than *M¥9, yet there is no need to attempt to exegete the former, 
as waw and yodh are all but indistinguishable in some scribal hands; the difficult reading is difficult because it is the 

result of a visual error. (2) The reading W5¥ 03907 in Ps r1:1 is difficult in context, and might for that reason be 

preferred, yet can be derived from an easier (cf. Cat Quine, “The Bird and the Mountains: A Note on Psalm 11,” VT 


67.3 [2017]: 470-479) reading ND¥5 DIT by supposing mere accident (transposition, plus errant placement of the 
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2.6 


Where such transcriptional considerations are not in play, the reading which is less verbally or 
formally similar to a relevant word or passage than other reading is generally preferable. That is, 
scribes at times assimilated, whether deliberately or inadvertently, a span of text to something in 


the context,” to a parallel passage, or to certain verbal patterns.” 


2.7 


Evaluation of individual variation units is to be undertaken with an eye on (1) variation units of a 
similar nature,** and (2) the general character of the external sources involved (on these character- 
izations see § 3 below), though ultimately each variation unit must be decided on a case-by-case 


basis. 


word division). (3) In Eccl 7:27 n2np 179K might be preferred as the more difficult reading relative to NINPT DK, 
but the difficulty is probably insuperable, and NonP 77K is explainable as a scribal lapse wherein the word division 
was placed wrongly. 

* For example, in 1 Chr 22:7 the kethib 11 is probably an assimilation the previous verse (see Leslie C. Allen, The 
Greek Chronicles, 2 vols., VTSup 25, 27 [Leiden: Brill, 1974], 2:97). 

** Examples: (1) In Gen 1:9 the reading b1p2 is probably an error for mp2 prompted by the disparity of frequency 
(the former occurs 401 times in L; the latter, nine times in L; visual error is also possible here, though the numerical 
factor just mentioned probably facilitated the misreading of the text), and (2) in 1 Kgs 15:9 the reading 740 after NON 
is probably an inadvertent assimilation to fortuitous pattern whereby, in much of the verse, every second word is won 
(the error was likely facilitated by the visual similarity of 77 to 7y). 

** For example, in 2 Sam 5:2 the form 117) could be understood as haplography for 8°27) before the following nx, 
but given cases like 11" in 1 Kgs 12:12 and *0ni7 in 2 Kgs 13:6, unusual spelling seems preferable as an explanation of 


the unexpected form. 
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2.8 


Readings which seem to reflect the era, region, linguistic usage, and stylistic practices characteristic 
of the work (or, where appropriate, of the incorporated source material, as when the book of 
Kings cites earlier records) are preferable to readings which do not.” This principle is somewhat 
moderated by the observation that G tends to assimilate and to create repetitive material within 


biblical books, such that some secondary readings might appear to bear characteristics of a given 


book. 


2.9 


In my view HB poetry does feature rhythmic phenomena,” but various unresolved questions 


preclude, at least for the present, the assignment of much weight to metrical considerations. 


Much remains to be studied concerning orthography (cf. § 1.2 in the introduction of volume 1). 
In general, this edition’s deviations from L in orthographic matters occur where the spelling of 
a certain word ina given verse appears to be unique, or nearly so, among important MSS and 


editions. 


* Examples: (1) In 2 Sam 20:23 °797 rather than "7371 is the term the original composition would have used (cf. 
David Toshio Tsumura, The Second Book of Samuel, NICOT [Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2019], 287 n. 368). 
(2) The reading 778) for M 718 in Ps 25:5 supports the acrostic pattern of the rest of the psalm, even as the G text 
does not display a tendency elsewhere to try to “correct” apparent deficiencies in acrostics (on an apparent lack of 
awareness of or interest in acrostics even in late periods, cf. Paul W. Gaebelein, “Psalm 34 and Other Biblical Acrostics: 
Evidence from the Aleppo Codex,” Maarav 5-6 [1990]: 127-143). 

°° Cf., for example, Theodore H. Robinson, The Poetry of the Old Testament (London: Gerald Duckworth, 1947), 


20-39. 
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Much also remains to be studied concerning the open and closed sections (cf. § 1.3 in the intro- 
duction of volume 1). For the most part, where I have deviated from L, it has been where that 


MS differs from multiple editions of importance (particularly D°9w1y 4N3). 


I consider orthodox corruption (that is, intervention by scribes with the goal of safeguarding 


controverted dogma) to be rare in the MT (for exceptions see Judg 10:16” and 2 Sam 12:14). 
3. CHARACTERIZATIONS OF BOOKS 


No two books of the HB canon are altogether alike as it relates to their histories of transmission. 
Here follows a very brief analysis of the textual situation in each book of the HB. (On the sequence 


of the books see § 2.1 in the introduction of volume 1.) 


°” Cf. Natalio Fernandez Marcos, Judges, vol. 7 of BHQ (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 2012), 83°. 

** Such is suggested by the paucity of clear positive examples of orthodox corruptions in the MT and by the large 
number of negative examples wherein intervention could have occurred, but did not. Examples: (1) What in Gen 3:9 
could be taken as implying ignorance on God’s part is left untouched by the MT. (2) The clause 987W? N98 TN INT 
in Exod 24:10 is apparently left untouched, while adapted texts or interpretive renderings occur in other sources: 
Kat edov Tov ToTIOV Ov EoTH|KEl Exel 0 Feog Tov topand in the LXX; 2xIWT NTN IP? WP tM in Targum Ongelos. (3) 
The seeming contradiction between 2 Sam 24:1 and 1 Chr 21:1 did not prompt scribal intervention. Many more 
examples could be supplied. Legal and ritual, not theological, disagreements are what most exercised the Jewish sects 
in relation to one another (this theme is developed in Gary A. Rendsburg, “The Halakhic Letter-Rituals Define the 
Sect,” lecture 17 in The Dead Sea Scrolls, The Great Courses [Chantilly, VA: The Teaching Company, 2010]). For an 


example of a similar conclusion, see Tov, “The Socio-Religious Setting,” 152. 
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3.1 Genesis 


M-Genesis is in exceptionally good condition, while the LX-X and the Samaritan Pentateuch both 
transmit many assimilations, pluses, and other facilitating readings. The frequent use in the Penta- 
teuch of 817, of 81777, and of Iy} as grammatically feminine (e.g., Genesis 3:12, 2:12, and 24:14) is 
perplexing.” Tentatively, I understand these (possibly dialectical) forms to be in the common gen- 
der (comparable to the pronoun "}&), and take the vocalization to be identical to the masculine 


forms.” 
3.2 Exodus 


In my view, M-Exodus is in exceptionally good condition. In the latter portions of the Tabernacle 
Accounts (viz., 35:4 and following), the LXX might reflect a very different Vorlage, which Vorlage 
might be argued to be superior to M. It is difficult, however, to formulate a plausible hypothesis 
according to which M preserves the better text for most of the book, then suddenly becomes 
markedly inferior at precisely the junction where the LXX preserves a superior text, even as the 
character of the Samaritan Pentateuch remains consistent throughout.” See also the comments 


on Genesis above. 


° The theory that waw/yodh confusion caused the first two anomalies (see, for example, Hendel, The Text of Genesis 

1-11, 43) would be more plausible if waw/yodh confusion was more widespread in MT-Pentateuch than it appears to 

be. The explanation that 1) “is ... a survival of a system of orthography in which a final vowel was written defectively” 

(E. Kautzsch, ed., Gesenius’ Hebrew Grammar, rev. A. E. Cowley, 2nd ed. [Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1910], 66 § 17¢) 

similarly faces a paucity of comparable cases involving other words. 

*° For a similar approach to the first two items see Steven E. Fassberg, “The Kethiv/Qere 81, Diachrony, and Di- 
alectology,” in Diachrony in Biblical Hebrew, ed. C. L. Miller-Naudé and Ziony Zevit, LSAWS 8 (Winona Lake, IN: 
Eisenbrauns, 2012), 171-189. 

** On the lack of firm evidence for mixture among Hebrew MSS of Exodus at Qumran, see Longacre, “Contextual- 


ized Approach,” 236-240. 
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3.3 Leviticus 


M is in exceptionally good condition. See also the comments on Genesis above. 


3.4 Numbers 


M is in very good condition. See also the comments on Genesis above. 


3.5 Deuteronomy 


Many argue for certain possible orthodox corruptions, but such is not my view.” In fact, I find 
M-Deuteronomy to have the fewest errors relative to its length of any book in the MT. See also 


the comments on Genesis above.” 


3.6 Joshua 


The degree to which the OG reflects a Vorlage differing from M is controversial. 4QJosh’*, though 
highly fragmentary, is generally thought to differ substantially from M. The debates over internal 


evidence for certain variation units are intricate, but suffice it to say here that I have not found 


“Asan example, in 32:8 many favor the apparent G reading Dn 7K "13 over the M ala *J3. Yet the MT preserves 
the same or similar wording in Gen 6:2, 4, Job 1:6, 2:1, and 38:7 without complaint. Daniel I. Block, The Gods of 
the Nations: A Study in Ancient Near Eastern National Theology, 2nd ed. [Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2013], 
28-31) adduces various Jewish sources for a tradition of angelic oversight of the nations, but such traditions might 
be the cause, rather than an effect, of the G reading. Pace Carmel McCarthy, Deuteronomy, vol. 5 of BHQ (Stuttgart: 
Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 2005), 141*, v. 9 makes good sense in the MT: God’s special relationship with Israel is the 
reason for his allocating territory to other nations only in connection with his beneficence toward the Jewish people. 
Cf. Edward J. Woods, Deuteronomy, TOTC 5 (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2011), 311-312. 

*® Whether the Pentateuch as such would have been copied more carefully than other books has long been debated, 
so it is worth clarifying that work on the present edition did not proceed under a theoretical commitment to one 


position or another. 
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reason to depart on any large scale from a general preference for M. 


3.7 Judges 


The relationship between G and M is similar to that which obtains in most books. The most 
notable complication of Judges comes in assessing the minuses found in 4QJudg* and 4QJudg’, 
but in the end there does not seem to be good reason to depart from the combined witness of 


OG and M at those points.“ 
3.8 Samuel 


The textual history of this book is very complex. Markedly different forms of the text appear in 
M, in 4QSam’, and in the OG. The last named witness has a tumultuous textual history itself. M, 
meanwhile, contains an unusually large number of transmissional errors; it appears to be depen- 
dent upon a damaged or carelessly-copied exemplar, and has the highest number of errors relative 
to its length of any book in the MT. Nevertheless, although most scholars consider either the OG 
or 4QSam* to be the single best witness extant, this edition takes a minority position and assumes 


M to be the single best witness.” 


* See especially Daniel I. Block, Judges, Ruth: An Exegetical and Theological Exposition of Holy Scripture, NAC 6 
(Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 1999), 254-255. For a different view, see Ulrich, Dead Sea Scrolls, 67-70. 

** For example, I take the shorter G text of 1 Sam 17 and 18 not as evidence of a much expanded M text, but as an 
aversion to (perceived) doublets, such as that seen in Jubilees (cf. Abraham J. Berkovitz, “Missing and Misplaced? 
Omission and Transposition in the Book of Jubilees,” in HA-ISH MOSHE: Studies in Scriptural Interpretation in 
the Dead Sea Scrolls and Related Literature in Honor of Moshe J. Bernstein, ed. Binyamin Y. Goldstein, Michael 
Segal, and George J. Brooke, STDJ 122 [Leiden: Brill, 2017], 40-63; on 1 Sam 17-18 specifically, see further Stephen 
Pisano, Additions or Omissions in the Books of Samuel: The Significant Pluses and Minuses in the Massoretic, LXX 
and Qumran Texts [Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1984], 78-86, though I do not necessarily accept all the 


details of his arguments). 
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3.9 Kings 


The textual history of the OG the relationship of its Vorlage to the MT is intricate, but in my 


estimation, intrinsic evidence generally favors M readings. 
3.10 Jeremiah 


At least in quantitative terms, the relationship which most often obtains between M and G else- 
where is inverse here.** Many scholars take G to be the better text of the two, at least as regards 
length. I see it best to take a different view, for although there are similarities between M here 
and G in certain other books,” (1) M has, in at least most other cases, preserved a conservative 
type of text, suggesting that such might obtain in the present case as well; (2) a reworked Vorlage 


can involve shortening of the text;** and (3) there appear to be various points of internal evidence 


“© The sequence of the two texttypes also differs radically. In G the oracles against the nations are placed not, as in 


M, near the end of the book, but rather after 25:13, and G orders the material thus: 49:34-39, 46:1-28, 50:1—5 1:64, 


471-7; 4927-225 4911-6, 49:28-33, 49:23-27, 4821-47, 25115-4555. 

*” This is not to say that all internal arguments for the G text are equally strong. For example, Stipp points out a 
large number of words, phrases, and collocations that occur only, or almost only, in M-Jeremiah (Hermann-Josef 
Stipp, Studien zum Jeremiabuch: Text und Redaktion, FAT 96 [Ttibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2015], 83-126). Yet some 
examples are so specific that it is needless to ascribe significance to their non-occurrence elsewhere (e.g., ibid., 109, s.v. 
“n10-H + Objekt Gedalja,” under 41:2, 41:4). None of his examples link the M pluses with linguistic phenomena 
that certainly postdate the prophet, though admittedly there are a few cases that would fit well with a late date, such 
as the use of 1379 in 10:7, 49:34, and 52:31 (ibid., 113-114). Indeed, while accepting (with some reservations) 
“the prevailing view” that “the short edition is the earlier of the two,” Hornkohl finds that from the perspective of 
diachronic linguistic analysis “the supplementary material [that is, the large set of pluses in M] is, in point of fact, 
not a late post-exilic composition, but, like the rest of Jeremiah, a product of the transitional period [of the Hebrew 
language]” (Aaron D. Hornkohl, Ancient Hebrew Periodization and the Language of the Book of Jeremiah: The 
Case for a Sixth-Century Composition, SSLL 74 [Leiden: Brill, 2014], 357, 369). 

= Secondary shortening is seen, for example, in 1 Esdras (cf. Kristin De Troyer, Rewriting the Sacred Text [At- 
lanta, GA: Society of Biblical Literature, 2003], 91-126, and Zipora Talshir, 1 Esdras: A Text Critical Commentary, 
SBLSCS 50 [Atlanta, GA: Society of Biblical Literature, 2001], ix); cf. also n. 45. 
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that weigh against G here.” In my view, then, M preserves a good text, with a rate of error little 


different than that exhibited by M in most other books. 
3.11 Ezekiel 


The textual history of the OG of Ezekiel is controversial, but most likely the OG lacked a consid- 
erable amount of text, most notably 12:26-28, 32:24b-—26, and 36:23c-38, and placed chapter 
37 after chapter 39; G all but certainly lacked much material besides the passages just mentioned. 
Against the apparent trend of scholarly opinion, the present edition assigns overall superiority 
to M. This witness does, however, have a high rate of error (notably in bearing numerous dit- 


tographs). 


As examples: (1) The phrase 73 1101 seems to have good intrinsic support (see Shemaryahu Talmon, “An Ap- 
parently Redundant Reading in the Masoretic Text (Jer 1:18),” in Text and Canon of the Hebrew Bible: Collected 

Studies [Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2010], 323-327), yet is missing in G (J. Gerald Janzen, Studies in the Text 
of Jeremiah, HSM 6 [Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1973], 119, suggests haplography in the MS used 

by the OG translator, but haplography seems unlikely here). (2) The omissions of 81 by G in 2:25, 5:10, and 15:7 

are suspicious when within the HB corpus this spelling is distinctively Jeremian; similar is the omission of TANIA in 

26:6, a former spelling is unattested anywhere else, even at Qumran where forms like FONX and ANI are regularly 

encountered. It could be corrupt dittography (note the visual similarity of taw to he), but it does tend to reinforce 

the impression that forms distinctive of Jeremiah have been obscured by G. (3) In Jer 46:17 G has (if an assimilation, 
secondary to G tradition, to v. 2 is not hypothesized) the personal name 133 after 7979, whereas the pharaoh in ques- 
tion is probably Apries or Amasis (John Boardman et al., eds., with the assistance of C. B. F. Walker, The Assyrian 

and Babylonian Empires and Other States of the Near East, from the Eighth to the Sixth Centuries BC, vol. 3, part 

2 of The Cambridge Ancient History, 2nd ed. [Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003], 719). 

Furthermore, if the OG for Jeremiah or its Vorlage contained the deuterocanonical book of Baruch as well (see 
Frank Feder and Matthias Henze, eds., The Deuterocanonical Scriptures: Baruch/Jeremiah, Daniel (Additions), Ec- 
clesiasticus/Ben Sira, Enoch, Esther (Additions), Ezra, vol. 2B of THB [Leiden: Brill, 2019], 4°-22°, though concern- 
ing the Peshitta note B. Albrektson et al., eds., Jeremiah - Lamentations - Epistle of Jeremiah - Epistle of Baruch - 
Baruch, vol. 3, part 2 of The Old Testament in Syriac according to the Peshitta Version, ed. Bas ter Haar Romeny and 
Wido Th. van Peursen [Leiden: Brill, 2019], 226 n. 4), such would point to a notably free approach to the text in this 
strand of the textual tradition. For a similar argument from a different direction, see Georg Fischer, Jeremiah Studies: 


From Text and Contexts to Theology, FAT 139 (Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2020), 56. 
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3.12 Isaiah 


The OG is hard to assess given its style of translation, but seems not to differ greatly from M.” 


1QIs* and 1QIs” are, aside from orthographic and other minor differences, not far from the MT.* 
3.13 The Book of the Twelve 


The OG is a generally literal translation, though the sequence of the prophets differs from that 
in M.” The absence of the final chapter of Habakkuk in rQpHab is not taken as reflecting an 
earlier stage of the textual transmission of the book, for the scroll is a commentary on the overtly 


prophetic material.” 

3.14. Ruth 

M is in very good condition. 
3.15 Psalms 


The OG transmits a text not too far removed from M with the exception of the superscriptions 


and its approach to certain liturgical elements. The many Qumran MSS of Psalms show consid- 


°° See, for example, Mirjam van der Vorm-Croughs, The Old Greek of Isaiah: An Analysis of Its Pluses and Minuses, 
SBLSCS 61 (Atlanta, GA: 2014). 

* Ulrich sees “[n]ine large insertions of text—of a sentence or a verse, or even several sentences or verses—were 
discovered in the MT, seven of which were not yet present in the text of 1QIsa*, and three not yet in the LXX” (The 
Dead Sea Scrolls, 129). Even granting, for the sake of argument, the originality of all of these minuses, this is not a 
large number of large-scale differences in a book of this size. 

» The order in the OG is: Hosea, Amos, Micah, Joel, Obadiah, Jonah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 
Zechariah, Malachi. 

** “Continuous commentaries [from the Second Temple period] have been identified only on the prophet books” 


(ibid., 306). 
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erable diversity,”* but none is here taken as better overall than M. Some MSS, from Qumran and 
elsewhere, employ stichometric arrangements of at least portions of the book. Such a layout is not 
here considered to be original to the text,” but might have been found in the MS from which M 
descends, a factor which might explain the loss of certain lines from M.” In any case, M contains 
a relatively high proportion of errors. (On the superscriptions, see § 1.2 in the introduction of 


volume 1; on divisions within the Psalter, see § 1.3 in the same place.) 


3.16 Job 


At times the existence or viability of variant readings is difficult to assess, owing to the many 
linguistic and exegetical puzzles in the book and to the paraphrastic style of the OG. The Hebrew 
Vorlage of that version has large-scale interpolations at 2:9 and 42:17. The OG translator, for his 
part, abbreviated.” In my view the Qumran Targum does not reflect a text substantially different 
from the MT. In the end, the MT is the single best witness extant, though it does appear to have 


suffered in transmission. 


3.17 Proverbs 


The OG is highly paraphrastic. M might for its part contain some expansions (viz. 18:23-19:2, 
20:14—-19, 22:6, 23:23), and might have rearranged 31:25-26, but in my view it is instead the OG 


that is in secondary at these points. That said, M-Proverbs does bear a high rate of error. 


** A helpful survey appears in Peter W. Flint, Ze Dead Sea Psalms Scrolls and the Book of Psalms, STDJ 17 (Leiden: 
Brill, 1997), 31-49. 

» The very inconsistent treatment matters of layout receive in the Qumran MSS (see Armin Lange and Emanuel 
Tov, The Hebrew Bible: Writings, vol. 1C of THB (Leiden: Brill, 2017], 18°-19*) among other factors, point in this 
direction. 

*¢ Examples include the last line of Ps 13 and the superscription of Ps 33. 

*” See Claude E. Cox, “Does a Shorter Hebrew Parent Text Underlie Old Greek Job?” in In the Footsteps of Sherlock 
Holmes: Studies in the Biblical Text in Honour of Anneli Aejmelaeus, ed. Kristin De Troyer, T. M. Law, and M. 
Liljestrém, CBET 72 (Leuven: Peeters, 2014), 449-460. 
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3.18 Ecclesiastes 


M-Ecclesiastes appears to be comparatively poorly transmitted. The Greek version is an extremely 


literal rendering of its Vorlage, though that Vorlage does seem to include facilitating elements. 


3.19 Song of Songs 


One must assess the MSS 4QCant* and 4QCant” and relate these witnesses to the overall textual 
history of the book, for “4QCant* lacks 4:8-6:10, 4QCant” 3:6-8, 4:4-7; 4QCant” ends with 5:1. 
The text of 4QCant’ is closer to M than that of 4QCant”.”* In the case of the latter MS, its two 
small gaps might well be accidental, and provisionally I take the loss of material after 5:1 to be due 
to the broken state of the MS (not unusual at Qumran) rather than to abbreviation or a differing 
form of the text.” The absence of 4:8-6:10 in 4QCant* is, by contrast, very difficult to account for; 
abbreviation is possible, though far from certain, as the practice of abbreviation in Second Tem- 
ple period times is not well understood.” The passage in question could be secondary,” but the 
evidence is quite difficult to assess. I tentatively prefer the overall text of M over that of 4QCant’. 
The OG appears to be a fairly literal translation, though the picture might be skewed by revision 


towards an M-type Hebrew MS in the transmissional history of the Greek text,” and its Hebrew 


°° Jan de Waard et al., General Introduction and Megilloth, vol. 18 of BHQ (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 
2007). 

* Apparently the only reason for the supposition that the MS ended with 5:1 is the large final mem in D117 (see 
Lange and Tov, Writings, 327°; cf. Emanuel Tov, “Excerpted and Abbreviated Biblical Texts from Qumran,” Revue 
de Qumran 16.4 [1995]: 581-600, here 592, and, on the uncertain origin/function of small and large letters, see 
David Marcus, “Does the Yod of *¥9) in Ps 24:4 Represent a Miniscule Waw?” Textus 27 [2018]: 122-134.) 

* A survey is provided in Tov, “Excerpted and Abbreviated Biblical Texts from Qumran.” 

*' There are some internal factors that cast some doubt on the passage. For example, the toponym 113 1° is used with 
the article outside this passage but without the article in it; in 4:2, the hapax MaI¥Ppiis used, while in 6:6 the (slightly) 
more common 0°71 is used; and NNT 70 is in 6:10 followed by an article, but not so 3:6 and 8:5. Yet | am not aware 
of any evidence of this nature that is decisive. 


? Cf. for example Julio Trebolle Barrera, “From Secondary Versions through Greek Recensions to Hebrew Edi- 
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Vorlage would appear not to have been conservative. I retain M in most places, judging it in the 


end to be in good condition. 
3.20 Lamentations 

M is in good condition. 

3.21 Daniel 


The relationship between the principle Greek versions is controverted and uncertain, and that 
known as the OG differs substantially from M. (The apocryphal additions in the Greek versions 


are later additions to the book.) M is taken as the more trustworthy base text.” 
3.22 Esther 


M appears to be in exceptionally good condition. The relationship between the so-called Alpha 
Text and the other main Greek version is unclear, but both texts seem ultimately to derive from 
a Vorlage close to M.® (As with Daniel, the apocryphal additions in the Greek versions are mani- 


festly secondary.) 


tions,” in The Text of the Hebrew Bible and Its Editions: Studies in Celebration of the Fifth Centennial of the 
Complutensian Polyglot, ed. Andrés Piquer Otero and Pablo A. Torijano Morales, THBSup 1 (Leiden: Brill, 2016), 
180-216, here 190. 

* On the OG in particular, cf. Arie van der Kooij, “Compositions and Editions in Early Judaism. The Case of 
Daniel,” in The Text of the Hebrew Bible and Its Editions: Studies in Celebration of the Fifth Centennial of the 
Complutensian Polyglot, ed. Andrés Piquer Otero and Pablo A. Torijano Morales, THBSup 1 (Leiden: Brill, 2016), 
428-448, noting that “Much of the literature of the Hellenistic period follows Greek literary forms and/or the canons 
of the Greek taste” (Shaye J. D. Cohen, From the Maccabees to the Mishnah, 31d ed. [Louisville, KY: Westminster 
John Knox Press, 2014], 35). 

* See, for example, Hanna Kahana, Esther: Juxtaposition of the Septuagint Translation with the Hebrew Text, CBET 


40 (Leuven: Peeters, 2005), 441. 


531 


APPENDIX 


3.23. Ezra-Nehemiah 


Discussions concerning the composition and textual history of Ezra-Nehemiah and of 1 Esdras” 
and concerning the relationship between these two books is exceedingly intricate. Suffice it to 
say here that I posit the priority of Ezra-Nehemiah. Accordingly, Ezra-Nehemiah forms the basic 
text of this edition, though 1 Esdras, being derivative of Ezra-Nehemiah, constitutes a witness 
to the text comparable to the usual ancient versions. G (=2 Esdras) contains a few puzzling mi- 
nuses, perhaps lost due to oversight. Ezra-Nehemiah is in good condition, at least as far as present 


documentation goes.” 


3.24 Chronicles 


The OG is generally literal; its major minuses are generally explainable by visual error. M has 


suffered significantly in transmission. 
CONCLUSION 


The history of the transmission of the HB text seems to be one of generally careful transmission, 


though interpretive transmission took place as well. The conservative tradition seems to be concen- 


® This book survives in Greek translation (its English name derives from the fact that this book precedes the Greek 

translation of Ezra-Nehemiah, known to modern scholarship as 2 Esdras, in the MSS; on the various book-name 

traditions, see further Feder and Henze, The Deuterocanonical Scriptures, 426-428) and in translations of this Greek 

version. 

°° See, for example, Lisbeth S. Fried, ed., Was 1 Esdras First? An Investigation into the Priority and Nature of 1 

Esdras, AIL 7 (Atlanta, GA: Society of Biblical Literature, 2011). 

*’ There are numerous apparent discrepancies between the parallel sections of Ezra 2 and Neh 7; since these passages 

are part of the same book, however, each list offers internal, not external, evidence for textual questions in the other 

list. 

* See Allen, The Greek Chronicles, 2:1 32-137; cases harder to explain are listed in ibid., 2:1 59-160, the most promi- 


nent member of this second group being 1 Chr 1:11-16. 


532 


APPENDIX 


trated particularly in the MT, though various historical calamities, as well as the vast spans of time 
involved, strongly suggest the presence of various errors, mostly inadvertent, even in that strain 
of the text. These considerations call for a praxis which takes the MT as its starting point, and 
emphasizes transcriptional phenomena. Of course, the unique elements and challenges of each 
book of the HB must be recognized. The MT seems to be soundest in the Pentateuch, together 


with Esther, and weakest in Samuel, Ezekiel, and Proverbs. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


NAC 
NICOT 
OG 
SBLDS 
SBLSCS 
SSLL 
STD] 


Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library 

Ancient Israel and Its Literature 

Ancient Near East Monographs 

Biblica Hebraica Quinta. 20 vols. Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 
2004- 

Brill Reference Library of Judaism 

Contributions to Biblical Exegesis and Theology 

Forschungen zum Alten Testament 

The Hebrew Vorlage underlying the Greek versions of the HB 
Hebrew Bible 

Harvard Semitic Monographs 

Leningrad Codex (National Library of Russia Firkovich Br9A) 
(in the apparatus, refers to the reading in the WLC transcription) 
Linguistic Studies in Ancient West Semitic 

Septuagint 

The Hebrew archetype of the MT 

manuscript 

manuscripts 

Masoretic Text 

New American Commentary 

New International Commentary on the Old Testament 

Old Greek 

Society of Biblical Literature Dissertation Series 

SBL Septuagint and Cognate Studies 

Studies in Semitic Languages and Linguistics 

Studies on the Texts of the Desert of Judah 


Te 
THB 


THBSup 
VTSup 


ABBREVIATIONS 


TC: A Journal of Biblical Textual Criticism 

Textual History of the Bible. Edited by Armin Lange. 3 vols in 10. Leiden: 
Brill, 2016- 

Supplements to Textual History of the Bible 


Supplements to Vetus Testamentum 
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